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years was merely a bishopric, and as such
attracted Theodore's attention.    In his home,
as everywhere where the canonical discipline
had grown up after the pattern of Roman
Imperial   government,   the   bishop   towards
his clergy was in the position of the prefect
in a French department towards his officials.
He was their master, and they had few rights
as against him.    Theodore evidently wished
to make episcopal control real in England,
and to this end he set to work to reduce
the   size   of  the   bishoprics.    Among  those
which   he   divided   was   York.     Wilfrid   of
York had been the leader on the side of
Roman observance at Whitby.    He felt that
he was wronged, and he was not the man
to submit.    He appealed, confident of success,
to Rome.    The Pope, he was sure, would not
allow the champion of Roman worship to be
robbed of two-thirds of his diocese.    Wilfrid
had no scruples over its extent, and, in fact,
dioceses wide in area were as primitive in
certain regions as small ones in others    There
was  a  famous   Syrian  bishop   of  the  fifth
century who had eight hundred parishes in his.
Wilfrid may also have realized, what was the
truth,   that  it   was   Utopian  to   dream   of
episcopal control over parish priests who were
subordinate to their lords and independent of